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Scombroids, an economically important fish-
ery resource consisting of 15 genera and 49 spe-
cies of tunas, billfishes, seerfishes and mackerel; 
are a dominant exploitable resource in the coastal 
as well as oceanic pelagic realm. Although the an-
nual catchable potential of scombroids in the In-
dian EEZ is estimated to be around 758,000 t, 
the present j^eld is only about 300,000 t, worth 
more than Rs. 10 billion, and their demand in the 
domestic and export markets Is on the increase. 
This group acquires special relevance and signifi-
cance in the context of global responsible fisher-
ies for migratory and straddling stocks. A thor-
ough knowledge on the status of the exploited 
stocks, population parameters, stock structure, 
exploitable potential harvest, post-harvest tech-
nologies, product development and marketing is 
a prerequisite for further development of the scom-
broid fishery In our country. The National Work-
shop on Scombroids organised and conducted by 
Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute at 
Kochi in September 2000 was intended to provide 
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a conmion platform for researchers, entrepre-
neurs. Industrialists and policy planners to dis-
cuss and debate our strengths, weaknesses and 
opportunities for exploration and exploitation of 
valuable scombroids like tunas (skipjack, yellow-
fin, bigeye. albacore), billfishes, seerfishes, mack-
erel etc. and to empower our capture fisheries 
subsector with more meaningful Information and 
data support, besides Identifying the Information 
lacunae and prioritizing areas of research needs. 
The papers presented at this workshop along with 
basic information like field identification of scom-
broids, fishery status in the Indian Ocean region 
and a bibliography on scombroids have been in-
cluded in a comprehensive publication entitled 
Management of Scombroid Fisheries. The book 
which includes 32 papers dealing with status of 
exploitation of the scombroid stocks, their stock 
assessment, harvest and post-harvest technolo-
gies and trade along with a number of colour plates 
would definitely serve as a reference book for stu-
dents, researchers, policy planners and industries. 
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• Coastal zone and marine environment monitoring, environment impact 
assessment, biodiversity. 
• Fisheries-fishing impact assessment, underwater investigation, stock as-
sessment, fishery forecasting, remote sensing, conservation and manage-
ment, socio-economic evaluation. 
• Coastal aquaculture-shellfish & finfish farming systems, hatchery tech-
nology, sea ranching and 
• Trainings 
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